
There’s a lot of news and 
information out there about 
H1N1 – you’ve received     
e-mails, check out the great 
information and websites 
noted in the Student Health 
Center website, there are 
articles in the Exponent, 
the news media discusses it 
all the time, and some of 
you and/or your friends 
have been ill with flu-like   
symptoms, H1N1, and /or 
the seasonal flu.   
 
Each of us needs to be 
knowledgeable regarding 
preventive   measures to 
avoid getting sick, know the 
symptoms, practice good 
hygiene, and respond effec-
tively when you are ill. 
 

Do you know how flu 
spreads? 
  
What does self-isolation 
mean? 
   
How do we practice social     
distancing? 
   
How contagious is this?   
 
Should you call Health  
Services?   
 
What if you have some  
u n d e r l y i n g  h e a l t h         
conditions such as asthma, 
respiratory issues, etc.?  
 
Should I go to class even 
when I’m sick?    
 
 

5% to 20% of the population gets 

the flu in the United States each 

year. 

H1N1:  The Scoop 

“University staff are monitoring the situation” 

There are rumors going 

around that ―if there are 

____ more cases of H1N1 

flu‖ the university will  can-

cel classes and close down.   

That just isn’t the case.  

University staff are moni-

toring the situation and 

meet regularly to     discuss 

what’s happening here, in 

our region and in the state.  

But the         possibility of 

cancelling classes would 

not be    considered with-

out       significantly differ-

ent  numbers and severity 

of the illness being present.     
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Points of Interest: 

 October 16-18:   

Fall Break       

Weekend.  Halls 

remain open. 

 October 23-25:      

Family Weekend. 

 October 28:    

Dobson Hall Trick 

or Treat—

Community       

children are invited 

for a safe and warm 

trick or treat. 

 October 29-30:   

Pickard Fright Fest 
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The answers to these   
questions have been      
provided in the above  
mentioned resources – 
Take a moment to review 
them!   Contact your RA 
via e-mail if you have 
symptoms and/or need 
some type of assistance. 
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While the best security for your 

belongings is a locked door, 

consider investing in locks for 

expensive items within your 

room. 

Report a lost key immediately to 

your RD or SA. 

ñKeep Everyone and 

Yourself Safeò 

Residence Hall Safety TipsResidence Hall Safety Tips   
 

 Do not prop open any exterior locked residence hall doors. Even though 
propping the doors makes it easier for you to get back into the residence halls, 
you also have made it easier for an unauthorized person to enter the building. 
For the safety of you and others in the residence halls, do not prop open any 
residence hall doors because you don't know whom you may be letting in! 
 

 Lock your door when you leave and take your keys with you, no matter how 
short a time you may be gone - even when you go to the restroom. 
 

 Lock your door when you and your roommate are sleeping. 
 

 Do not leave notes on your door stating that no one is home or when you 
will return, it's an open invitation to a theft. 
 

 Keep wallets, purses, checkbooks and jewelry out of sight and locked up if 
possible. Use inexpensive "costume" jewelry if possible. Do not keep large sums 
of money on hand, and routinely check your checkbook to see if any checks are 
missing. 
 

 Keep a record of all your valuable items, noting descriptions, serial numbers, 
and approximate dollar values of all items. These records should be kept in a  
secure location. 
 

 Check with your parents' insurance company to see if your property is     
covered under their homeowners policy while you are attending school.             
If not, consider renters insurance. 
 

 Do not loan your keys to anyone and do not attach your keys to your      
University ID. 
 

 Do not allow strangers into your room. 
 

 Do not open your door unless you know who is on the other side, especially 
at night. 
 

 Do not allow door-to-door salespeople to enter the residence hall or your 
room. University of Wisconsin-Platteville policy prohibits solicitation in any 
building. 
 

 Your RA's, SA, and RD are all excellent sources for advice on problems in 
your hall. 
 

 Report any person behaving suspiciously to Campus Police immediately at 
342-1584 or in case of emergency 9-911. 
 

 When entering a locked hall, be aware of who is behind you. Do you        
recognize them? Ask them if they live in that hall. You wouldn’t let a stranger 
walk into your home behind you would you? 



Communicate: 
 

Even if it’s apparent that 
you and your roommate 
have different interests, 
try to find some common 
ground (sports, classes, 
clubs) before deciding 
you don’t like each other.  
Let your roommate know 
that the lines to        
communicate are open 
and that you’re willing to 
discuss issues. 

Be Considerate of 
Rules: 

 
It is wise to set ground 
rules upon entering a 
roommate environment 
to  en su re  y ou ’ r e         
considerate of each 
other’s lifestyle. Times 
should be set aside for 
sleeping, studying and 
other activities that may 
affect you and your 
roommate. 

Be Tolerant: 
 

Roommates do not have 
to be best friends. The 
most important thing to 
understand is that the 
person you live with 
should be a good     
roommate, nothing more, 
nothing less. Treat your 
roommate with the same 
respect that you expect. 

Learning to live with a roommate 

When box elder bugs attack... 

peratures off-set their 
natural hibernation cycle, 
therefore, they appear to 
be a constant pest. 
 
What Should You Do?  
 

 The goal is to keep 
them out of the halls. 
Make sure windows 
and screens are in 
good repair and patch 
holes and cracks 
where needed around 
windows and doors. 
If you have large 
holes and cracks, 
please  contact the 
maintenance hotline 
at x1700. 

 

 If the bugs make it 
into your Residence 
Hall Room, use a 
vacuum or broom to 
collect the bugs.  

 If you smash these 
insects, they will emit 
a foul odor and     
potentia l ly  sta in     
furniture and carpets. 

 
 You can kill the bugs 

with a mix of about 
three-quarters cup 
dish soap and a     
gallon of water.  

 
 Chemical control is 

not recommended 
for Residence Hall 
use.  

 
 The bugs should get 

back under control 
when temperatures 
fall below 60 degrees 
and we get some 
cloudy days. 

The fall has arrived and 
with it the congregation 
of box elder bugs, lady 
beetles, and other various 
insects.  
 
Several cold nights     
followed by an increase 
in temperatures cause the 
insects to begin congre-
gating on the halls as they 
search for where to 
spend the winter. 
 
These types of invasions 
are not unique to UWP 
Residence Halls; home-
owners and renters are 
plagued with this        
occurrence every fall. 
You may see the insects 
throughout the winter 
and into the spring if the 
insects do get into the 
hall. Warm building tem-
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Instead of waiting for problems 

to happen, negotiate some  

structure in your living         

arrangement. 

A Western Conifer  Seedbug, 

although large, is entirely harm-

less.  Once smashed, this bug 

has a particularly stinky odor. 

ñThe goal is to keep 

them out of the halls.ò 

To suggest topics or for newsletter comments/concerns:   Email sagehornj@uwplatt.edu 

Don’t pull out the masking tape just yet; it is possible to get along with your roommate. 



Office of Student Housing 

1 University Plaza 

Platteville, Wisconsin   53818 

 

Phone: 608-342-1845 

Fax: 608-342-1847 

E-mail: housing@uwplatt.edu 

The residence halls of the University of         

Wisconsin Platteville strive to provide safe, 

clean, comfortable living environments as well 

as opportunities for individuals to be active  

participants in creating respectful and             

responsible learning communities.  

Director, the Housing Office staff, 
your custodian, other university 
staff will take a furlough day and 
will not be at work.   They will be 
taking a day off without pay.  Other 
Housing staff members may       
respond to emergency situations 
and provide coverage in the       
absence of a staff member.  When 
appropriate, signage will indicate 
alternate assistance that may be 
sought.   
 
Thanks for your understanding and 
awareness of this new mandate. 
   
The first day in which the university 

will be closed due to a required  

furlough is Friday, October 16th – 

the day designated as Fall Break.   

Many businesses, companies,     
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e t c .  h a v e              
implemented furlough days to deal 
with the economic downturn and 
budget concerns facing our state 
and nation.  Wisconsin’s Governor, 
Jim Doyle, announced that all state 
employees must take 16 days of 
unpaid leave over a two-year      
period.  UWP has determined four 
furlough days per year when the 
university will be closed except for 
essential personnel.  In addition, 
each employee (faculty and staff) 
will need to take four other fur-
lough days off each year. 
     
There are many guidelines          
regarding the use of furlough days 
that staff are required to follow.   
At various times, your Resident  

Offices will be closed and in      

general, staff will not be available.  

As previously noted, there will be a 

limited number of essential        

personnel and activities that will 

take place.  Check with someone in 

advance if you have questions.   

Furlough Days  -  What’s that? 

More than just a place to sleep. 

Have paperwork that needs to be turned in 

or a question to ask?  Consider emailing  a 

copy instead! 

http://reslife.saf.uwplatt.edu/housing 

Website redesign 
coming soon! 
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